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Selfie Photos Area and Its Implication to Water
Availability and Social Culture in Wanagiri

Village, Bali Indonesia
| Made Adhika' and Ngakan Ketut Acwin Dwijendra®

Abstract--In the last few years, the village of Wanagiri has become crowded due to place of selfie in the high
areas in the background of Lake Buyan. However, the area is a conservation zone that should be protected. This
paper aims to discuss what are the implications of selfie photos areato the protection of water availability for
Badung, Tabanan, and Buleleng Regency and socio culture in Wanagiri Villages. By direct observation and using
the qualitative analysis method, it is expected that the implications can be described in the three districts. The

results show that selfies in protected areas can disrupt the availability of water and socio-cultural communities.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Geographically, Wanagiri Village is located in the District of Sukasada, Buleleng Regency. According to an
earth map of Indonesia Wanagiri Village is located at an altitude of 1,300 to 1,387 meters above sea level 20109.
(BPS Bali 2019, BPS Buleleng 2019). The position of the village follows the connecting road between the Bedugul
Pancasari area and Seririt City. The northern part of the road is hilly so that there are relatively few flat places for
settlement construction. The village is located on the north side of the road while the south side is a steep protected
area, which is also the shores of Buyan and Tamblingan Lake which are at an altitude of 1,200 above sea level. With
this position, the view from Wanagiri Village towards the lake is very beautiful with the background of Hill of Bukit

Tapak, Bukit Pohen, Bukit Adeng and Bukit Pengelengan.

The village of Wanagiri is part of the special tourist attraction area of Bedugul Pancasari. Determination as a
special tourist destination considering the Bedugul Pancasari area is a source of water supply for Tabanan Regency,
Badung Regency, and Buleleng Regency. There are three lakes in this area, namely Beratan Lake, Buyan Lake and
Tamblingan Lake. The Bedugul Pancasari area is partly a part of Tabanan Regency, part of Buleleng Regency, and

borders with Badung Regency (see Figure 1).

Later this village became famous for the existence of self-photo activities (self-photographs) along the village
road(well-known as selfie-photos). Many tourists who come during the day to capture the beauty of nature while

taking photos. This photo is then uploaded on social media to add many tourists who want to come. In fact, in the
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same for service providers that open up employment opportunities and income generating for community in

Wanagiri Villages and surrounding areas.

~

Figure 1. Map of Beratan, Buyan, and Tamblingan Lake
Source: https://www.google.com/maps, 2019.

However, the buildings ofselfie areas located in conservation areas, which should not be disturbed. In addition,
this area isas the protected abyss border and the bottom is a lake that is very meaningful for the availability of water
in its subordinate areas, namely Regency of Buleleng, Badung, and Tabanan.The research question of the study,
what are the implications of selfie photos area in Wanagiri Village to the water availability and socio culture in the

subordinate areas?
2. RESEARCH METHODS

This study uses qualitative descriptive. Field conditions are carried out by direct observation to the field
(Wanagiri Village). In addition, to support the results of observations carried out a study of the area map that utilizes
Indonesian earth map (RBI) primarily to observe the height of the place above sea level, as well as the location of

selfies. Based on the physical condition of the region and the function of the area, it is conducted an analysis of the
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role of protected areas in the subordinate region (Adhika 2012). It also discussed how socio-cultural views of the
surrounding community on the lake. Then, it will be explained the implications for the availability of water and the

socio cultural problems of the three districts that are subordinate to it.
3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The self-service photo place of Wanagiri Village is located on the side of the road, on a cliff overlooking the
beautiful lake. To carry out self-portrait activities, various unique and interesting shapes, such as: bird cage, heart,
swing, tower on a cliff (see Figure 2). This is expected to make photos as if they were above clouds or altitude. Field
observations show that the site for the construction of facilities for selfies is located on the edge of a cliff that is
protected by local areas. Besides that, the area is also a steep area which should also be protected. Such areas include

limitation areas that must be conserved.

Figure 2. Selfie Buildings above the Protected Area

Source: Survey, 2019.

The figures show that buildings were erected on the cliff and in a protected area. The consequence of this
development will be disruption of the forest area due to the building. Some trees will be cut down or die for the
construction of the selfie facilities. The obstruction of sunlight, the disruption of the life of the trees including the
lives of the fauna that live with it is a direct implication of the construction of the selfie vehicle. Indirectly decreased
water absorption due to the closure of selfie buildings. Furthermore, it will affect the recharge system and lake water

quality.

For the Hindu community in Bali, the lake is a holy area that should be protected. Therefore, in every lake in
Bali will be a temple that is assembled with it called the Ulun Danu Temple and all have temples aroundLake of
Beratan, Buyan, and Tamblingan. Farmers connect their rice field water sources with these lakes. The people in
Tabanan Regency, especially the people in Jatiluwih Village and its surroundings will perform a ritual to the lake if
the water discharge decreases in the environment (see Figure 3). It is believed that the ritual will run as usual and
related to the lake. Likewise, the people in Buleleng Regency routinely carry out ritual activities to the lake in the
context of their lives. In particular, the people of Gobleg Villagebelieve that the Buyan and TamblinganLake, are the
upstream areas that provide life for their people. The ritual is always done based on the calculation of the time of the
local community(Budihardjo, Eko. (1991); Covarrubias, Miguel, (1972); Picard 1992; Acton & Lynn, 1977; Adams,
1997; Ritzer 2007).
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Figure 3. Ritual in Ulun Danu Temple

Source: https://balicheapesttours.com/ulun-danu-temple, 2019.

If the condition of the lake changes with the selfie photobuilding and facilities, it will indirectly change the
perspective of the people who believe in the sacredness of the lake that gives life and livelihood(Dwijendra, NKA
2003; Acton & Lynn, 1977; Susilo 2008; Wentling JW 1995). This will have implications for the society
perspectives and also change the ritual system carried out by the community. Thus there will be shifts in values in

society(Afzalbye & Curtin University of Technology. Dept. of Urban and Regional Planning., 1996).

The Bedugul Pancasari special tourist destination area, including the Wanagiri Village, has been designated as a
development zone with limited development and strict guarding(Law No. 41 of 1999, Law No. 18 of 2013). This is
because this area is a source of water for Badung Regency on the east side, Tabanan Regency on the south side, and
Buleleng Regency on the north side (Ngakan Made Anom Wiryasa & Ngakan Ketut Acwin Dwijendra, 2017,
Mitchel 2003). Thus this area became very strategic which affected the three subordinate areas. If this area is

disturbed, it is likely that water supply will also be disrupted to its subordinate areas.

With the selfie photo activities, the economic activities of the community increased, especially the people of
Wanagiri Village. However, with this activity other communities also came to offer goods and services. Therefore,
this region with limited carrying capacity will be increasingly burdened which has implications for other social
problems, such as: security and social conflict in the community (Widiastuti, Syamsul Alam Paturusi, Ngakan Ketut
Acwin Dwijendra, 2017).

In addition, selfie photo areas will also increase the number of visitors who come. This has an impact on
increasing the generation of rubbish and waste, especially rubbish which disturbs the condition of the cliff area

where the self-built buildings are located. Then, directly or indirectly will affect the quality of the region.
4. CONCLUSION

From this discussion it can be concluded that the activity of self-photo taking in the Wanagiri Village has
implications for the availability, recharge, and water quality of Buyan and Tamblingan Lake. Disruption of the
physical conditions of the lake will be able to change the outlook of the community and social culture. Not all
potentials should be sold or commaodified for tourism purposes, but still pay attention to the sustainability of the

physical and socio-cultural environment of the community.
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