International Journal of Psychosocial Rehabilitation, VVol. 24, Issue 04, 2020
ISSN: 1475-7192

THE IMPORTANCE OF EARLY
MEDIEVAL MIYONKOL VALLEY -
ISHTIKHAN IN SOGD CONFEDERATION
AND PECULIARITIES OF RULING

'Khushbakov Hamidulla Abdirazakovich

Abstract---In the beginning of the middle ages there was confederation govern in Sogd. Confederation was the
center of Samarkand, Zarafshan Panch, Maymurg, Ishtikhan, Kabudan, Kushaniya and he controls and monitors
areas as Kesh and Naxshab. In this article, based on written sources given the ability to make some judgment about

the history of Confederation Sogdlshtikhan kingdoms.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Natural factors had a great importance in political borders of Sogd confederation which was fully formed in early
Medieval Ages. Confederation domonation located in Zerafshan and Kashkadarya oasis had their borders. Inflow of these
rivers was served as the basis to divide the territory of the confederation. So as the result of geographic factors Sogd
confederation was divided into borders. They were situated in different distance from the center. Every domonation of
confederation had its own place in it. That’s why according to this factor, it is important to prove the historical truth by
investigating the history of confederation.

It is necessary to study critically the relations between central domonation and others in Sogd confederation, and to
define the general political position of confederation. In that case, it is necessary to underline the importance of Ishtikhan

in Sogd. It is convenient to study other features of this issue and to deduce the role of Ishtikhan in Sogd confederation.

General characteristics of Sogd confederation

Sogd confederation as the term “Sogd Union” was known as political unity which included Samarkand, Panch,
Maymurg, Ishtikhon, Kabudan, Kushoniyadomonation in Zerafshan river valley and Kesh, Shakhrisabzdomonation in
Kashkadarya river valley, and every part had its own independent ruling. Each of them had such domonation features as an
administrative center- capital city, dynasty of rulers, symbols of state (coin, stamp etc.) and army. There were only such
factors as obeying to leading lordship (or dynasty), their only origin or doing social-political and cultural duties in
connection with one political union-confederation. For instance, majority of lordship was originated from the family
Zhaowu (Jamuk) and dynasty in Samarkand was a leader. Representatives of lordship who was responsible for fighting
against the enemies together had religious ceremonies, in particular, Zoroastrizm traditions in definite time of the year.
The presence of several titles and names of lords in some coins of Samarkand, Panch, Kesh and Nakhshab in this

confederation proved the information of researchers about the importance of Central Sogd confederation, connection
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between half independent domonations, their origin, basis and conditions of union, difference between confederate
lordships, the leading or dependent lordships (Goyibov, 2017. p. 14).

The findings from Chinese chronicles about the origin of Sogdian rulers in the epoch of the Kang (Kangyuy)
kingdom

Some information, found in Chinese chronicles, can bring light to this problem. More often than not, in Chinese
chronicles, like «Bei Shi», «Sui shu» and «Tang shu» we can see that the origin of Kan (Samarkand) rulers come from the
territory of Zhaowu. Moreover, it was mentioned blood relations of the rulers of the government of Kang, the capital city
of which was Chach and there was a pool of the middle Sirdarya, with the ruling family of Kang in Samarkand. In the
sources we can see the following things about this: «Initally the people of Yuezhi in the northern part of the Sinlyan
mountains in the city of Zhaowu, after being invaded by tyukue (turks), they moved to the south and settled near the Sunlin
mountains (Alliaceous mountains / Pamir). There they settled in the inner lands and separated into nine ruling houses: Kan
(Samarkand), An (Bukhara), Tsao (Kabudhan), Shii (Chach), Mi (Maymurg), Khe (Kushaniya / Katta kurgan), Khosyun
(Khoresm?), Maodi (Bitik?), Shi (Kesh). The rulers of the seproperties, whose power passed down to the next member of
dynasty, was called «nine houses / generations» and all the properties held the surname of the family dynasty Zhaowu
(Xo’jayev, 2014. p. 21-48) A. Khodjayev started to relate this historical process to 177-176s bringing more clarity to the
problem (Xo’jayev, 2004. p. 51-54).

Kang government (or Kangyuy) existed from 111 century till our era, and during its most prosperous period Kang from
the 11 century till our era, Sogd, situated in the valley of Zarafshan, was the part of the territory of the Kingdoms
(Shoniyozov, 1990. p. 52). It would be pertinent to mention the following in formation of the Chinese chronicles at this
stage: during the fifth summer period of ruling of Chjen-guan, the ruler of which was Guyumuchja (Kyuymuchiji), the
ruler of Kang, asked to accep them to the Chinese nationality. The prince Tayn-szun said: «unpleasant is forme to ruin a
nation in order to obtain inane reputation; going in a slow pace and a fast pace are equally opressive in being a part riality
of Kang. Shall I indeed send my troops to a thousand of distance?» (Bichurin, 1950. p. 311). Seemingly, after this event
Sogd rulers became more concerned about the defense of Turkish khaganate, and eventually these kings of Samarkand
main tained family relationships with khagans.

According to K.Shaniyazov, the genesis of Kang kings (Samarkand), mentioned in Chinese chronicles, is connected
with the ruling dynasty of Kang. Starting with the epoch of Khans (in 206 before our era to 220 of our era) the power was
handed down from generation to generation, and in the following century, more or less, this tradition continued. The ruler

Kan came from the ruling class Yuezhi (Shoniyozov, 1990. p. 53).

However, this information needs to be commented upon. It is well known fact that the administration of this dynasty in
China is divided into two stages: Western Khan (206 y. before our era. — 25 y. of our era.) and Eastern Khan (25-220 yy.).
The rear | see question interm soft his change, starting from which of these two stages the power of Kan dynasty began
going down to the next dynasty, and it causes difficulty to a certain degree. B.Gafurov relates the inclusion of Sogd
government to the constitution of Kushan Empire with the epoch of ruling system of Kanishka (78-123) (Gafurov, 1989. p.

189). However, most researches leave the question of the inclusion of Sogd in the empire of Kushan open to debate. The
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researchers haven at come to on eager ement about this matter. The main reason of this case is the paucity of sources, and
archeological materials do not always allow us to come to favourable conclusions.

Now we will dwell on the records of Chinese chronicles, connected with the origin of Sogdian rulers. In the chronicles,
we can see the ruler of Kan (Samarkand) was one of the nine dynasties, and his central position was especially accentuated
along with the names of other rulers. Moreover, the records of the chronicles «Bei shi» and «Sui shui» confirm the above
mentioned facts about that the rulers Khe (Kushaniya) and Mi (Maymurg) who came from the dynasty of Zhaowu and they
by origin had relations with the family of Kan (Samarkand) rulers (Bichurin, 1950. p. 272, 274-275, 282, 286-287). This
record puts ground son the fact that the members of the ruling family, who came from the city of Zhaowu, laid foundation
to their own dynasty arriving in Samarkand. This also talks from the fact that, the opinion by K.Shaniyazov, according to

which the authority of the rulers passed to the next generations, starting from 206 till our era, is close to reality.

General characteristics of Miyonkol valley

Miyankal — historical-cultural valley called Miyonkol is situated between rivers Akdarya and Karadarya of present
Republic of Uzbekistan, nowadays Akdarya, Ishtikhan and Kattakurgan (partly Payarik district) regions are located there.
The name of Miyonkul valley in early middle ages isn’t known. When the hydronym “Miyonkol” is translated from
Persian, it means “between river”, it was famous as NimiSogd (Half Sogd), Sogdi Khurd (Small Sogd) as nearby region to

Samarkand Sogdian.

About geographical location of Ishtikhan.

Ishtikhan was not so large, but it was at the center of confederation according to its features (political, geographical
etc.) and it is called Ishtikhan region. It is located in ancient Miyonkol valley, between two channels — Akdarya and
Karadarya of Zerafshan river, it was bordered on Kushoniya, Fayy in early middle ages. The northern part of lordship was
full of hills and highnesses; they served as natural border of lordship. According to archeological investigations held in

these hills and highnesses, there were lots of castles and fortresses (Adilov & Mirzaaxmedov, 1996. p. 128-140).

Ishtikhan is the camp of Sogd citizens

It is known from some sources that the second camp of Samarkand lordships was located in Ishtikhan. Samarkand
rulers built their camps in strategically convenient and close to center places. In 712 Samarkand was captured by Arab
khalifat, Gurhak did all the requirements given in “Samarkand agreement” and asked Kutayba ibn Muslim (705-715) to
stay in Samarkand throne. But Kutayba didn’t let him. That’s why Gurhak left for Ishtikhan camp in Afarinkent center
(Bartold, 1964. p. 380-388). It is supposed that in early middle ages the toponym “Ishtikhan” was formed as “ishti+khan”.

About term “Tsao”

In Chinese chronicles which were early written sources about Ishtikhan, it was called as “Tsao”. When it was written
without symbol water, it meant “drought”, “desert”. Western Tsao was also written without symbol water (Bichurin, 1950.
p. 275, 286). It meant that the main part of Tsao was a desert. Nowadays it can be the eastern parts of Karnab desert.

According to the chronicle “Tan shu”, Tsao in Sogd was consist of three parts: Western Tsao — Tsao near Samarkand
(Ishtikhan), Central Tsao — in eastern part of Western Tsao (Kabudan / present Akdarya region) and Eastern Tsao — eastern
part of Mirzachul (Ustrushona) (Bichurin, 1950. p. 312-313).
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Historical explanation of toponyms given in Chinese chronicles needs scientific researches. Because they may be given
in different periods to this or that object and authors didn’t know the historical processes. Sometimes the same toponym
can be used in several places due to people migration, war, spreading of illnesses. Tsao lordship was used in different
places of Samarkand.

For instance, according to chronicle “Tan-shu”, the place called Western Tsao was located in Ustrushona territory
(Bichurin, 1950. p. 311-318). The word Tsao was used as hydronym and due to location along Zerafshan river, was named

Western and eastern Tsao.

Information about political history of Ishtikhan in Chinese chronicles

There some interesting information about Tsao was given in Chinese chronicles: “Eastern Tsao lordship has four
names Shuaydushana, Suyduyishana, KiputanaandSuduchjini. .. ruled from Sidikhan (Ishtikhan) town. During Vu-de
lordship (618-626) it had the relations. On the first spring of Tyan-bao lordship the ruler Gelo-pulo (Kora-bugra) sent the
legate with gifts” (Bichurin, 1950. p. 311-318).

Mentioned in Chinese chronicles Kora-bugra was Gelo-pulo, he was the ruler of Ustrushona. At that time Ishtikhon
and Kabudan might be dependent to Ustrushona, so he was mentioned as ruler of Ishtikhan. It is necessary to mention that
these information in Chinese chronicles was not confident, Ishtikhan was situated in the center of Sogd and the place
where camp of Sogd rulers located, the ruling of Ustrushona in Central Sogd was not true. It is conjecture that there was
wrong localization of areas on the term Tsao. Historian Tabari wrote in his work that in 737 the ruler Khara-Bugra
governed Ustrushona (Istoriya at-Tabari, 1987. P. 251.).

O.1.Smirnova also paid attention to it, noticed that Khara-Bugra was mentioned as Gelo-pulo in Chinese chronicles and
he ruled Usrushona in 720-740, in Kabudan in 740-745 years (Smirnova, 1981. p. 425, 428). His ruling period was after
capturing Samarkand by Arabs (in 712), at that period Ishtikhan had a great importance in ruling confederation. So the
ruling of Khara-Bugra in Ishtikhan was not proved.

Thoughts given above show the importance of defining the title of Tsao in confederation in studying the history of

Sogd confederation in early middle ages.

Ishtikhan and Kabudan

Ishtikhan and Kabudan were neighbouring lordships and they noticed as Tsao and Szenbudana in memories of Chinese
historian travellersSyuanSzan and Khoy Chao. And also, every lordships had their military army — chokars (Gafurov,
1989. p. 314). The rulers of Ishtikhan and Kabudan participated in all ceremonies, in particular, in sacrifice ceremonies
devoted to spirit of ancestors in Samarkand (Bichurin, 1950. p. 281). These lordships were dependent of Samarkand, in
comparison with Panch or Kesh.

As written in Chinese chronicle “Suyshu”, the governor of Samarkand in 600-620, Tayshebi’s son Ugyan was
consigned as ruler of Ishtikhan and Kabudan (Bichurin, 1950. p. 280-287). After capture of Samarkand, Gurhak ruled the
state till 738 living in Ishtikhan, then the throne was inherited to his son Turgar (Bichurin, 1950. p. 311).

According to information of historian Tabariy, Sobitlshtikhoni was peasant, he participated in fights of Korzanch and
Khujand in 720 and died there (Istoriya at-Tabari, 1987. p. 187-188). Historical data about Ishtikhan and Kabudan

confederation enrich the imagination.
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Ishtikhan as one of the centers against Arabs

It is known that before capturing the territory by Arabs sogdiy were divided into two groups, the first group was ruled
by Korzanch, ruler of ishtikhan and his nephew Chalanj, the second group by Devastich, ruler of Panch (Matbabayev,
2009. p. 55).

It is difficult to define the events of that time according to resources. Due to information of O.1.Smirnova the name
Korzanch in the book of Tabari was written without stressed vowel and it can be read as Kazuranch, this word is Arabian.
The reason of it, in absence of ... sound in Arabian script. This term is translated from Persian as kazur — skin tanning or
cleaner the cloth (Smirnova, 1970. p. 246). So, Korzanch was called by thus name because he was master of skin-tanners.
This name was not real name, but it was nickname.

According to data of Samoni, there was called Karzan in Sogd of Samarkand and it was located in present Arbinjon
(Kamaliddinov, 1993. p. 89). Though the place of Karzan wasn’t found, it is supposed to be placed in present Ishtikhan
and Kattakurgan.

The presence of place named Khujakarson also proves this fact.

In the work of Tabari Korzanch was mentioned as the governor of Ishtikhan, and he with Fayy and a group of
ishtikhanids moved to Ferghana through Ustrushona (Istoriya at-Tabari, 1987. 185).

Craftsmen of Karzan also had an important place in the revolution. It causes to conclude the reason of execution of
Devastich in Arbinjon. When he was arrested, Said al-Kharoshi came to Arbinjon with his supporters to debate, but

athwart to him Devastich was brought to Arbinjon to execute.

Abbreviations used in the article
IMKU - IstoriyamaterialnoykulturiUzbikistana

1. Conclusion
Ishtikhan was the lordship in the center of Sogd confederation in favourable geographic condition. Data of Chinese

chronicles and Arabian resources is the basis of it. It is clear from given information, before Arabian capture one of the
places which fought for the fate of Sogd confederation was ishtikhan in Miyonkol region. Ishtikhan also was the center of

camp. It can be concluded due to suppose, but also written resources.

REFERNCES

[1] 3apa¢mon gapécu CamapkaHj HIaxpuiaH UKKura OYynuHuO, yHUHr MKkM upMoru Oknapé Ba Kopanmapé neb
nomanagm — F.b., K.X.

[2] AnputoB HI.T.,Mupzaaxmenos JK.K. Hoele Martepuansl kuzydeHuto pycraka ®Paitii / UMKY. -Bem. 27.
Camapkang, 1996. — C. 128-149.

[3] Bapronba B.B. K ncropun apabekux 3aBoeBanuit B Cpenneit Asuu / Cou. — M.: Hayka, 1964. — T.UU (2). — C.
380-388.

[4] Buuypun H.51. CoOpanuecBenenuii o Hapoaax oourasiux B CpenHeit A3uto B apeBHHe BpemeHa. —M.-J1.: Hayka,
1950. - T. 2. - C. 275, 286.

[5] Buaypun H.5. Cobpanwe. ... 2. — C. 312-313.

[6] buaypun H. . Cobpanmne. ... 2. — C. 311-318.

[7] Kunymana — KaOGynon xykmumopnuru. KaOynon YcrpymioHara xaHyOu-rapOnaH SKWH KYIIHH OYNraHu y4yH
XUTOMIUK Myannudnap 6ab3aH yHU I'¥€ YcTpylioHa Ounan OuTTa Xykmaopaukaek taspuduaraninap — F.b., K.X.

[8] buaypun H.5. Cobpanwe. ... 2. — C. 311-318.

[9] “Tan mry” HWIHOMACHIA yHTa Kylimparmda Tabpud Oepwiamm: - “Vpra [Jao (Kabymom) Fapbuii [fao
(Mmrruxon)nan mapkaa, Kan (Camapkanm)iaH MIMMONIA KOWIAMraH. XyKMIOp MOWTaxTH [aguuwkKeH IaxpH.

DOI: 10.37200/1JPR/V2414/PR201312
Received: 22 Sep 2019 | Revised: 13 Oct 2019 | Accepted: 15 Jan 2020 2036



International Journal of Psychosocial Rehabilitation, VVol. 24, Issue 04, 2020
ISSN: 1475-7192

[10]
[11]
[12]

[13]
[14]
[15]
[16]
[17]
[18]
[19]

[20]
[21]

[22]

[23]

[24]

[25]

AxonucH y3yH OYiln, )Kyccalli, XKaHr Ba ypymuira koowmstiuaup. ... (Kapaur: buaypun H.S. Cob6panwue. ... 2.
- C. 311-318).

HUcropus ar-Tabapu / nepeBon ¢ apadbekoro B. bensieBa. —Tamkent: ®an, 1987. — C. 251

Cwmupnosa O.1. CoxHblii Katanor cornuiickux Monet. bponsa. — M: Hayka, 1981. — C. 425, 428.

Beckwith C. 1. Aspects of the Early History of the Central Asian Guard corpus of Islam // AEMA. — Wiesbaden,
1984. — Tom IV . — P. 36-38; fIna kapaur: TI'apypoB B.I'. Tajukuku. [IpeBHelmas, IPeBHSAS U CPEIHEBEKOBAs
ucropus. — Jlyman6e: Updon, 1989. Ku. 1. - C. 314.

Bbuuypun H. 5. Cobpanne csenenuit. ... 2. — C. 281.

Buuypun H.51. Cobpanue cBenenuii. ... 2. — C. 280-287.

Buuypun H.51. Cobpanue ceenenuid. ... 2. — C. 311.

HUcropus ar-Tabapu. ... — C.187-188.

Mar6a6aeB b.X. K ucropun kyabTypsl depratsl B 310Xy paHHETO cpeJHeBeKoBbs. — TamkeHt: 2009. — C. 55.
CwmupnoBa O.U. Ouepxku u3 ucropuu Corga. — M: Hayka, 1970. — C. 246.

Kamamupmuuos III.C. «Kurab an-anca6» AOy Cabama AOmankapuma ub6H Myxammana ac-CaMbaHu — Kak
HWCTOYHUK TI0 UCTOPUH B UCTOPUH KyInbTypsl Cpenneit Asun. — Tamkent: ®an, 1993. — C. 89.

HUcropus ar-Tabapu. ... — C. 185.

Amit Dang Veena Shetye Angle. "Utilizing Patient Registries as Health Technology Assessment (HTA)
tool." Systematic Reviews in Pharmacy 6.1 (2015), 5-8. Print. doi:10.5530/srp.2015.1.2

Dr.Anandan,R. (2018). Environmental Waste Management Using Electronic Grid. Journal
of Computational Information Systems, 14(6), 112 - 117.

Kamalavathi, E., & Dr. Radhakrishnan, R. (2015). Transferring a Secure Message through Efficient and
Reliable Dynamic Clustered MAC Protocol for VANET (VER-DCMAC). International Journal of
Advances in Engineering and Emerging Technology,7(7), 495-509.

Fengli, S., Jie, L., Jianfeng, Z., Zhihan, G., Zhibin, R., Ying, S., Zhengxin, C., Yongchun, M., Zhigiang, W.,
Weidong, J. Differences in neurobiology of different syndrome of melancholia in the viewpoint of TCM
(2019) NeuroQuantology, 17 (5), pp. 76-80.

Marchionni, M., Caramel, S., Stagnaro, S. Inherited real risk of schizophrenia: Pathogenesis, bedside
diagnosis and primary prevention (2019) NeuroQuantology, 17 (5), pp. 10-16

DOI: 10.37200/1JPR/V2414/PR201312
Received: 22 Sep 2019 | Revised: 13 Oct 2019 | Accepted: 15 Jan 2020 2037


http://dx.doi.org/10.5530/srp.2015.1.2

	INTRODUCTION
	Conclusion

