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Comparison of Positive Affect in Used
Indonesian Language and Foreign Language is
Reviewed from Aspect of Social Support

Munirah'" and Aziz Thaba?

Abstract--- This study aims to compare positive affect of language usage between Indonesian and foreign languages
(English, German, and Arabic) in native speakers of the Indonesian language. This study uses a mixed method with the
number of respondents as many as 150 people. Data were collected by questionnaire and interview techniques, then
analyzed with concurrent embedded strategy. The results of this study were (1) social support for native speakers of
Indonesian in using low Indonesian language (only 50.95%) so that the positive affect of native Indonesian speakers
on the use of Indonesian language was low (only 49.95%); (2) social support for native speakers of the Indonesian
language in the use of foreign languages high (70.93%) so that the positive affect of native speakers of Indonesian
against the use of foreign languages was high (77.96%); And (3) The high positive affect on the use of foreign languages

in native speakers of Indonesia is due to the acquisition of high confidence, prestige, and social security in the future.

Keywords--- Positive Affect, Social Support, Indonesian Language, Foreign Language.

I. INTRODUCTION

This research started when the phenomenon encountered some native speakers of Indonesian language who
expressed greater pride in using a foreign language than the Indonesian language when interacting environment. This
is certainly contrary to the Law of the Republic of Indonesia, Number 24 Year 2009 on flags, languages, and symbols
of the state, as well as the national anthem in which it is determined that the Indonesian language is the language of the
Unitary State of the Republic of Indonesia which is higher than the regional languages, foreign. The aim of the
Indonesian language as the state language is (1) to strengthen the unity and unity of the nation and the Unitary State of
the Republic of Indonesia; (2) to maintain the honor of showing the sovereignty of the nation and the Unitary State of
the Republic of Indonesia; and (3) create order, certainty, and standardization of language use [1]. Statement of attitude
and pride of native speakers of Indonesian to the foreign language is none other because influenced by emotional
experience when using the language. The perceived emotional experience can vary with each individual, depending on
the event experienced. There are events that can create a positive emotional experience, there are also events that can
create a negative emotional experience [2]. It is this positive emotional experience that triggers the attitude and pride
of every speaker of a particular language such as feelings of pleasure, pride, or feeling motivated [3]-[5]. Other than

that reveals that language selection is also related to the psychological drive and needs of the perpetrators [6], [7].

Affect is one of the neuropsychological parts that can be used specifically with certain people over a period of time
[8], [9]. Affect consisting of depictions of individuals who support stable in a certain emotional experience, whether
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positive or negative. Even that influence is a certain emotional dimension [10]. Special circumstances in the individual
can also affect the behavior and physical state of the individual. Therefore, affects have shown well and well in patients-

certain diseases such as chronic illness that lasts for a long time [9]-[13].

Affect has a strong connection with emotions and mood. Emotion is an integrated, organized, structured reaction
system that involves physiological reactions as well as relevant to the needs, objectives, and survival of organisms [10].
Watson states that emotion as an adaptive response that acts as a provider of information for individuals associated with
what is thought and felt. As for examples of emotions such as fear, anger, sadness, disgust, and so on [8]. While, the

mood is a temporary episode of a feeling. Mood is formed because of affect [4], [10].

Positive affect is a dimension that describes the feelings of individuals that lead to positive feelings. Positive affect
leads to individual differences in a positive emotional experience. Individuals who have positive affect tend to have a
pleasant mood [14]. Positive affect illustrates that the individual is in a pleasant condition, while the positive affect
condition is not well described in terms of low happiness, confidence, and so forth [15]. Positive affect can also be
described with energetic individuals and good concentration as well as attentive, interested, alert, and enthusiastic. As
for some indicators in positive affect include active, alert, focus, attentive, determined, enthusiastic, excited, inspired,

interested, proud, proud), strong (strong) [16], [17].

Individuals who are in a positive affect state may have a better coping strategy. Coping strategy is an individual
way of trying and coping with generally negative emotions [18]-[20]. Positive affect conditions make individuals tend
to use active coping in the form of problem focused coping. Problem focused coping is one of the coping strategies
done by acting directly to solve problems or seek relevant information [21]-[23]. Individuals who are in a positive
affect tend to have better adherence. Obedience here is an ongoing effort to use a language that is considered to have a
positive impact on the psychological condition of the speaker. Furthermore, it turns out that individuals with positive
affecting circumstances may also have a tendency to adhere to suggestions from certain parties (language actors) such
as better language behavior. Based on the above explanation, it can be seen that the positive affect is one of the variables

needed by individuals to choose a language that affects both the psychological [22], [24], [25].

The affects in each speaker are strongly influenced by the support of their social environment [25]. Social support
is information or feedback from others indicating that a person is loved and cared for, valued and respected, and
involved in mutual communication and liabilities [26]. Meanwhile, social support is the availability of relationships
that are helpful and have special value for individuals who receive it [27]-[29]. Furthermore, social support also defined
as the resources that others provide to individuals that can affect the well-being of the individual [14], [15], [28].
However, some define social support as a helpful act that involves emotion, information sharing, organizational support,

and positive judgment on the individual in the face of the problem [30]-[33].

Based on the above description, it can be explained that social support to a speaker in telling a language will provide
an emotional experience. This emotional experience affects the person who leads to language selection. If the affects

generated by the emotional experience are positive, then one tends to use a language consistently.
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Il. METHODOLOGY

The method used in this study is a mixed method involving 150 samples to be respondents. The sample is chosen
by a combination strategy (purposive sampling and multilevel sampling). The description of the study sample is

presented in the following table.

Table 1. Research sample

Sample Second Language Competence
(Native Speakers Bahasa Indonesia) English German Arabic

Gender Man 30 10 25
Women 55 9 21

Age 15-25 45 8 27
26 — 35 20 6 11

36 — 45 15 3 4

46 — 55 5 2 4

Status Student (SMA) 20 5 10
Students 45 10 25

General 20 4 11

The analytical units studied were positive affection and social support. Therefore, data collection techniques used
are questionnaires and interviews. The data were analyzed by concurrent embedded strategy method which was
analytical strategy in mixed research combining the use of quantitative and qualitative research methods simultaneously
with different weights. In this model there is a primary method, to obtain the main data and secondary methods, to
obtain data support the primary method [34]. The primary method used is the quantitative method of positive affective
data language and social support data. While the secondary method is a qualitative method of interview data to validate
the primary data.

I11. RESULTS AND ANALYSIS
1) Positive Affect of Indonesian Language Use

The total score obtained from the positive affection measurement of 150 Indonesian native speakers in using
Indonesian language is 3746. If the score is assumed in the following table, the positive affection categories of
respondents can be known.

Table 2. Distribution of positive affect score trends in Indonesian language usage

Interval Percentage Interval Categories
6301 — 7500 84% - 100% Very high
5101 - 6300 68% - 83% High
3901 - 5100 52% - 67% Medium
2701 — 3900 36% - 51% Low
1500 — 2700 20% - 35% Very low

The table above shows that the positive affection of native speakers of Indonesian to Indonesian is in the lower
category, as shown in the table that for score 3746 (49.95%) are at intervals of 2701 - 3900 (36% - 51%).

2) Positive Affect of Foreign Language Use
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The total score obtained from the positive affection measurement of 150 native Indonesian speakers in using the
foreign language is 5847. If the score is assumed in the following table, the positive affection category of the respondent

can be known.

Table 3. Distribution of positive affect score trends in Indonesian language usage

Interval Percentage Interval | Categories
6301 — 7500 84% - 100% Very high
5101 — 6300 68% - 83% High
3901 — 5100 52% - 67% Medium
2701 — 3900 36% - 51% Low
1500 — 2700 20% - 35% Very low

The table above illustrates that the positive affection of native speakers of Indonesian to foreign languages lies in
the high category as shown in the table that for a total score of 5847 (77.96%) are at intervals of 5101 - 6300 (68% -
83%).

3) Social Support Usage Indonesian Language
The total score obtained from the measurement of social support on the 150 respondents of native Indonesian
speakers in using the Indonesian language is 3821. If the score is assumed in the following table, the category of social

support for the use of Indonesian language can be known.

Table 3. Distribution of trends in social support score of Indonesian language usage

Interval Percentage Interval | Categories
6301 — 7500 84% - 100% Very high
5101 - 6300 68% - 83% High
3901 - 5100 52% - 67% Medium
2701 — 3900 36% - 51% Low
1500 — 2700 20% - 35% Very low

Table 3 explains that the social support gained by native Indonesian speakers of Indonesian language usage is in the
lower category, as shown in the table that for a total score of 3821 (50.95%) are at intervals of 2701 - 3900 (36% - 51
%).

4) Social Support Foreign Language Use
The total score obtained from the measurement of social support in 150 Indonesian native speakers in using a foreign
language is 5320. If the score is assumed in the following table, the category of social support for the use of a foreign

language is known.

Table 4. Distribution of trends in social support score of Indonesian language usage

Interval Percentage Interval | Categories
6301 — 7500 84% - 100% Very high
5101 - 6300 68% - 83% High
3901 - 5100 52% - 67% Medium
2701 — 3900 36% - 51% Low
1500 — 2700 20% - 35% Very low

IVV. DISCUSSION
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Exactly, so is the word that can represent the opinion of [25] that the high positive affects in each person to choose
and perform an action or activity is greatly influenced by the size of social support. This is evidenced through the results
of this study is positive affection native speakers of Indonesian language to choose and use the Indonesian language in
everyday interaction low categories. The low positive affect is in line with the low social support provided by the
community in their social environment at the time the speakers use the Indonesian language. In contrast to Indonesian
language usage, positive affection of native speakers of the Indonesian language to choose and use foreign languages
in everyday high-interest interaction. This is in line with the high social support provided by the society in their social
environment at the time the speakers use a foreign language. Clarification of respondents to the phenomenon explains
that speakers using Indonesian or foreign language in interacting is something that arbitrary, but, in telling a particular
language, a person is also bound to the goal to be achieved. The intended purpose of the respondent is directly related
to the possibility of a response that will be given by the spokesperson such as prestige or appreciation. The better the
award given, the better the respondent will also try to use and develop the potential and skills in using certain language.
Similarly, in this case, respondents considered that the appreciation of awards given by the spoken or community
partners on the potential and skills in the use of Indonesian language is very low. Unlike when a person is proficient in
foreign languages, the appreciation or appreciation given by the speech or community partners, in particular the family
environment, friendship, and school or work environment is very high and positive. So, as speakers, choosing a
language to use in interaction is heavily dependent on its social support. Related to the clarification, in [7] explains that
there is a boost and psychological need in each speaker to position himself in a safe, comfortable, considered, cared

for, and respected state.

Furthermore, in addition to the purpose of obtaining prestige or appreciation from speech or community partners,
there are several reasons expressed by respondents to choose and use a particular language in an interaction. Those
reasons are high confidence gain and social security in the future. Respondents explained that obtaining self-confidence
arises as a form of existence of the language itself. If a language is more popular than other languages, then the use of
popular language will make speakers gain high confidence, because it can be part of that popularity. Moreover, if the
popular language is still very rarely controlled by a particular group, then with the presence of a speaker who mastered
the popular language makes himself more confident. Thus, it is not surprising that native speakers of Indonesian
language are more positive affects the foreign language than the Indonesian language because it wants to gain
confidence in the middle of society that low knowledge of the foreign language. Respondents revealed that the ability
of foreign languages is now very popular and coveted in the community. So, with the ability of foreign language owned
will increase confidence. Furthermore, the reason for positive affect of foreign language usage is higher than Indonesian
language that is hope in the future. In today's global industry era, the ability of foreign languages is needed, not
infrequently big companies make foreign languages like English, German, and Arabic as the main requirement. Not
only that, to get a higher education such as masters or doctoral level also makes the ability to speak foreign languages
as one of the determinants of success. So, by mastering a foreign language, the chances to be part of a global industrial

zone or to acquire higher education are even greater.
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The phenomenon of the results of this study brings two different sides. On the one hand, the high positive affection
on the use of foreign languages based on social support strongly supports the development and progress of individuals
or communities in the face of the global era. That is, the ability of foreign language is needed so that individuals or
communities can adapt to the rate of development of the times. On the contrary, the position of Indonesian as the
national language, national pride, and national identity slowly but surely will shift. It is feared that Indonesian language
only occupies its status as a state language and national identity, but the pride of Indonesian will be reduced due to the
weakening of public confidence in Indonesian language due to its inability to fulfill the need for confidence in society,

prestige or appreciation, and guarantee of life in the future.

V. CONCLUSION

The conclusion of this research is social support to native speakers of Indonesian in low Indonesian usage (only
50.95%) so that positive effects of native Indonesian speakers on Indonesian language usage are also low (only 49.95%)
when compared with affection positive use of foreign languages (77.96%), much higher because social support is also
high (70.93%). Thus, the higher the support given by society to the use of a language, the higher the positive effects
that speakers of that language have. Conversely, if public support for the use of a language is low, then the positive
affection of the speakers of that language is also low. The high positive affect of native speakers of Indonesian to
foreign languages is due to the knowledge and understanding that foreign languages are capable of enhancing their
speakers' self-esteem, giving prestige or appreciation from speech or community partners, and there is a guarantee in

the future.
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