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Abstract 

 
For a really long time, ladies in the conventional social request and framework have been thought 

of as docile 100% of the time to males In a man-centered Bourgeois society, the matriarchal local 

region has been socially and financially 'embarrassed,' 'beset,' 'hushed,' and 'tormented.' With the 

post-modern era, women began to experience the world through their own eyes rather than via 

the male gaze. With the matriarchal struggle against male-dominated society in India, another 

internal insurgency began to manifest itself through writing, notably women's compositions. The 

voices of women began to compete with those of men. The purpose of our thesis is to focus on Anita 

Desai's well-known works, Cry, the Peacock, and Where Shall We Go This Summer?, for their 

feminist message. Our goal is to look at how Indian female authors in English have addressed 

women's issues in the post-modern age. They have raised a resounding voice or begun an interior 

transformation in opposition to traditional values and orientation segregation, with the ultimate 

goal of balancing common liberties. Considering Anita Desai's femme fatale characters in Cry, the 

Peacock, and Where Shall We Go This Summer?, maybe the most prominent Indian essayist 

writing in English, especially the strong and repressive female heroes, Sita and Maya. The 

purpose of this paper is to draw attention to Desai's functions as model cases of postmodern 

feminism. 
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1. Introduction 

 
In her books, Anita Desai has gone into great detail into mental actual factors. Her purpose for 

writing is to discover oneself and then communicate reality in a tasteful manner. She has 

endeavoured to delve into the depths of a woman's psyche while also demonstrating its relation 

to society. This concern can also be seen in the depictions of masochists such as Maya and Sita. 

Both of these women portray sensitive persons in their depictions of remarkable battles and their 

attempts to find crazy solutions. Anita Desai is widely regarded as the pioneer of the conceptual 
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novel in contemporary Indian English writing. Her mastery of character characterization is an 

undeniable feature of her work. She examines the inner workings of women's minds and offers 

their reactions. Maya and Sita go through terrible experiences and mental challenges in her two 

stories Cry, the Peacock and Where Shall We Go This Summer? Desai delves into the enthralling 

world of masochist Maya, who is haunted by a foreboding of her better half's death due to her faith 

in prophecy; meanwhile, in Sita, Desai explores the theme of suppressed youth mental difficulties. 

The buried motivation and recollections sit hidden in the unknowing hero Sita's mind, only to 

resurface later in a psychotic state during her fifth pregnancy. The two books are about familial 

discord and friction, as well as the mal-changed or ill transformed self on occasion. Maya is driven 

to death and violence by forlornness and pitiful love, whereas Sita has a "Oedipus complex." Maya 

and Sita are both representatives of Postmodern Indian Feminism. They discuss the Indian 

character structure, which is extremely detailed and sophisticated. Maya and Sita are likely to be 

the delegates of a repressed feminine locality, according to psychoanalytical analysis. Maya, who 

is unprepared to deal with depression, resorts to vengeance, whereas Sita splits the difference and 

changes with it gets back calmly. 

1.1. Anita Desai as a Feminist Writer 

 
Through her German mother, Anita Desai (1937-) has become acquainted with Western life 

and culture. Her Bengali father and marriage provide her with an Indian connection. She is 

from a middle-class working-class background. She's been featured in book summaries, diaries, 

meetings, and classes. Her published works include novels, collections of short stories, 

children's stories, articles, and gatherings. Her books are a necessary commitment to literature, 

and her works have received widespread acclaim. Cty, the Peacock (1963), Voices in the City 

(1965), Bye Blackbird (1975), Where Shall We Go This Summer? (1975), Fire on the Mountain 

(1977), Clear Light of Day (1980), In Custody (1984), Baumgartner's Bombay (1989), Journey to 

Ithaca (1995) are the films (1999). Her short storey collections include Games at Twilight and 

Other Stories (1978) and Diamond Dust (2001). The Peacock Garden (1974) and The Village by 

the Sea (1982) are examples of young people's writing. 

 

Anita Desai, a pioneering woman author in Indian English literature for more than four decades, 

has received numerous awards both in India and abroad. Her book Clear Light of 
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Day was shortlisted for the Booker Prize in 1980. In Custody was also a short film that was 

shot by Merchant Ivory Productions for the 1984 Booker Prize. Fasting, Feasting was a runner-

up for the ravenous Booker Prize after being cut short. For Fire on the Mountain, she received the 

Winifred Holtby Memorial Prize from the Royal Society of Literature, as well as the National 

Academy of Letters Award in 1978. For Where Shall We Go This Summer?, she received the 

Author's Guild Award for Excellence in Forming. She is a capable academic. She is a member 

of the National Academy of Arts and Letters' English Advisory Board, as well as Girton College 

at the University of Cambridge. She teaches in the M.I.T. arranging programme. 

 

Anita Desai is not like R.K. Narayan, Mulk Raj Anand, or Bhabani Bhattacharya, whose primary 

concern is the depiction of aspects of life that are tied to exterior reality. Unlike Ruth 

PrawarJhabvala and Kamala Markandaya, she is preoccupied with the East-West experience and 

the difficulties that arise from socio-political transformation. Anita Desai is a remarkable novelist 

who goes to great lengths to understand the universes in which her characters live. "As R.S. Pathak 

puts it, "nita Desai is one of a small group of Indian authors writing in English who have attempted 

to address the subject of their female characters. She responds to the well-received "imaginative 

appearance of ladylike reasonableness" that emerged after World War 11. Anita Desai is a 

multi-award-winning author who has worked on the Indian novel in English in more than one 

course." 

 

With the release of her first original Cry, the Peacock in 1963, Anita Desai rose to prominence 

in the Indian English creative landscape. Because Desai is not an outlier in terms of how the 

Age influences a writer's written work, a detailed examination of the period during which she 

wrote the books is necessary to comprehend the subject of her works and the perspective she 

used. 

 

One can observe a convincing trend in Desai's writings addressing people for opportunity and 

self-pride. Maya complains that she is treated like a "wild beast on a leash" (CP 108). Despite the 

fact that Monisha needs to "remove from the window," the "bars are solidly established" (VC 

110). Sita's interaction with the untouchable she meets on the side of the road demonstrates 

her desire for adventure. Nanda wants to be "dismantled" (FM 61). Maya, 
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Sita, Monisha, and Nanda Kaul are all brave ladies, but the author never legitimises their reactions. 

She merely provides them with an open doorrespond. 

 

1.2. Alienation 

Alienation is one of the serious issues going up against the postmodern man. The current period 

can be properly called as "the time of alienation". In the current time, alienation is because of the 

age hole, loss of character, dread, loss of believability, detachment, etc. The novel the opened with 

the portrayal of spouse wife alienation and strife by investigating the relationship of the 

conspicuous characters Maya and Gautama. The topic of alienation is the result of the extremely 

touchy nature of Desai's female characters. In her books pressure is moved from the outer and the 

interior world. The hero Maya is fixated on the apprehension about death as an outcomes of a 

mysterious forecast that one of the life partners will pass on in the fourth year of their marriage. 

She can't lay out any successful correspondence with her significant other, Gautama, who is 

detached,rational and two times of her age. In the original Maya gets aggression and in contrasts 

rather than delicacy and fondness. In this original Desai presents the quietness, isolation, 

despairing, and dim universe of shadows in Maya's day to day existence. 

Desai in her second novel,"VoicesIn the City" (1965) portrays Indian culture still on the move over 

10 years after India's autonomy from British rule. The novel is broken into four segments the 

initial three are named after a triplet of youthful grown-up kin - Nirode, Amla, And Monisha from 

a Himalayan town who, independently and for various reasons, have moved to Calcutta. Amla sees 

the city as a beast, Nirode penances everything for her transporter, and Monisha can't bear her 

smothering presence in the family of an affluent old Calcutta family. The Voices In The city has a 

portion of the idyllic power and extravagance of her prior novel, Cry The Peacock, spouse wife 

alienation doesn't frame the essence of the story as in Cry The Peacock. The emphasis here is on 

human uselessness. However Desai depicts female characters who undermine the man centric 

underpinnings of Indian culture. The story is displayed as celebrating the male person, Nirode as 

the hero and the female characters "do [es] not exactly squeezed into the example". Nonetheless, 

in Desai's Voices in the City, her deft depiction of the touchy and sharp comprehension of the 

social, social, and material obstacles looked by her female characters as they continued looking for 

achievement can't be denied. The novel can be really perused as a political construction inside a 

women's activist setting since it relentlessly questions and goes 
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against the quintessential "ladylike" optimal established in Hindu folklore. While Monisha and 

Amla destroy the old legends and notable introductions of ladies as docile, selfless, modest and 

gave to family, their mom Otima and past her the city of Calcutta, embody two of Desai's most 

grounded assertions of female protection from the customary designs of male centric society. 

1.3. Right to Equality 

Feminism is an assortment of developments and belief systems pointed toward characterizing, 

laying out, and protecting equivalent political, monetary, and social privileges for ladies. 

Furthermore, feminism tries to lay out Ladies in training and business can benefit from similar 

opportunities. "A booster or ally of ladies' freedoms and correspondence," says a women's activist. 

The women's activist hypothesis, which arose from these women's activist developments, aims to 

comprehend the concept of orientation imbalance by looking at women's social roles and lived 

experience; it has spawned theories in a variety of disciplines to address issues such as sex and 

orientation social development. Some prior forms of feminism have been chastised for focusing 

solely on white, working-class, and educated perspectives. As a result, ethnically explicit or 

multiculturalist forms of feminism emerged. Feminism is the belief that all people should be 

treated equally in legal, financial, and social matters fields paying little heed to orientation, 

religion, sexual direction, nationality and other comparative pre-predominant distinguishing 

characteristics. Feminism incorporates the possibility that an individual's orientation doesn't 

characterize what their identity is or their value; that being a lady (or a man) ought not put an 

individual at a generally speaking and particularly systematized drawback. Language in India . 

Feminism as a social movementsought to review the lopsidedness in the public arena by giving 

ladies same privileges and open doors as men, to have the option to assume their legitimate position 

on the planet. After the women's activist re-arousing in the 1970's women's activist started to 

understand that equivalent privileges alone can't liberate ladies from sexual and social subjection. 

Scholarly starvation monetary articulation, business double- dealing, homegrown mastery, actual 

maltreatment, inappropriate behavior and absence of individual flexibility kept on influencing the 

existences of ladies notwithstanding regulations going against the norm. Thus, Western 

women's  activist journalists and pundits had to re- investigate and yet again access the socio-

social setp searching for signs to clarify the instrument of man centric society that devised to keep 

ladies unceasingly oppressed. 

2. Review of Literature 
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Anita Desai’s novels critics both inside and outside India have reacted positively to the film. She's 

unique in that her fiction explores the intangible by delving inside. The realities of life delves into 

the deepest recesses of the human psyche in order to unravel its riddles, inner anguish, and 

mental disarray. The previous few decades have seen a significant increase in the Indian English 

novel has really enjoyed the golden period. The abundant growth of the novel proved that there is 

much more intellectual life in India. The criticism thus starts with some of the critical opinions 

on Anita Desai 

1) According to Adhikari, Madhumalati. “In Desai’s novels, the moral values of women are 

conveniently altered to suit the demands of men who treat them as their ‘objects’, ‘possession’ to 

be ruled and controlled by psychological insecurity nurtured in them through myths, customs and 

social discourses”. 

2. According to Professor Lightman, Alan. “Desai’s novels are distinguished by her focus on the 

inner life of her characters and her concern with people previously marginalized in Indian fiction, 

primarily women, children and the elderly”. 

3. According to Rao, B. Ramchandra. “The sense of form which is late to develop is the sign of 

the maturity of a literature, and the novels of Mrs. Desai are a happy example of the fusion of 

forms with content, of structure with texture”. 

4. According to Iyenger, K. R. Sirnivasa. “The explosions in Mrs. Desai’s novels occur only within 

narrow domestic walls. Always, always, it is the intolerable grapple with thoughts, feelings and 

emotions”. 6. Mrinalini Solanki observes, “Anita Desai displays a remarkable capacity for 

adaptation in her language and style…….” 

For the most part these surveys are of the singular works. A few pundits managed her works overall 

and some of them contrasted and crafted by different books. The books of Anita Desai and 

numerous other women's activist lady authors, who have given new ladies changed jobs in their 

books give a point to explore action. More than adequate exploration has been finished by the 

examination researchers and much yet is to be finished. The basic books and edited compositions 

of the accompanying papers on the composition of these books in public and worldwide courses 

and gatherings show that the composition of Desai outfit bountiful open doors and opportunities 

for doing explore on many secret issues and perspectives in her writing. 
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3. Research Methodology 

 
The present examination work would rely on the essential sources that are the first works by Anita 

Desai, which would be perused, broke down and deciphered fundamentally. By utilizing the 

engaging technique, it is introduced to figure out the manners by which Anita Desai has introduced 

her perspectives on the picture of lady and her cognizance, by collecting the data from the 

selected novels. 

4. Analysis and Interpretation 

 
 

4.1 Feminism 

 
Feminism implies allowing similar privileges to ladies as those appreciated by men. Feminism 

doesn't especially discuss correspondence and privileges of ladies however it is more regarding 

empathy, regard and understanding from the male partners. All through the world ladies are denied 

of their social and financial freedoms. In the 20 century, women became more cognizant of their 

desires, sexuality, self-definition, presence, and predetermination. Examiners and pundits coined 

the term "feminism" to describe women's efforts to reclaim their autonomy and self- character. 

Contemporary researchers are still working to liberate women from the suffocating socio-social 

imperatives and harsh imaginations of their own countries. In post-Independence India, where lady 

training had already begun, the new lady had also begun to emerge. Schooling had created in the 

ladies a sense of distinctiveness and piqued their interest in their shared privileges. It was during 

this time that the women's activist pattern in Indian writing emerged, and ladies clashed with the 

double principles of societal regulation throughout the ages, as well as the traditional moral code. 

(Hans 1762) 

 

 
 

4.2. Gender Oppression and Feminist Perspectives in Indian Context 

 
In a nation like India where there is ordinary dealing of ladies, where female hatchlings are killed, 

where five year old young ladies are assaulted, where a mother doesn't have clinical offices to 

bring forth her kid, where a spouse has no ability to take any choice without getting some 

information about it to her significant other, where young ladies, ladies are singed because 
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of share framework … … . In such an Indian situation, one truly considers how an Indian lady is 

living ! (Eftekar 1) We need to think about Anita Desai's books in a particularly friendly setting or 

in such a momentary territory of Indian feminism. Her books manage center and upper- working 

class society. Considered all in all, her books uncover a movement in the mystic consciousness of 

ladies regarding their situation in a general public. Anyway her books like, 'Cry the Peacock', 

Voices in the city', Where will we go this Summer? what's more 'Fasting Feasting' investigate the 

issues of orientation from the Indian socio-chronicled viewpoint. Anita Desai expounds on ladies 

who have had the honor of getting training. Yet, as her books uncover, instructive capabilities and 

degrees don't incite ladies to make their space in the external world. 

5. Conclusion 

 
The situation with ladies in current India is a kind of a mystery. On the off chance that on one hand 

she is at the pinnacle of stepping stool of accomplishment, then again she is mutely experiencing 

the viciousness distressed on her by her own relatives. In comparison to the past, modern-day 

women have accomplished a great deal, but they have travelled a long way. Their path is littered 

with detours. The women have left the safe haven of their home and are now in the battleground 

of life, fully shielded by their abilities. They'd established their credibility. Yet, in India they are 

yet to get their duty. In this way taking a gander at these different women's activist perspectives it 

very well might be commented that the women's activist awareness is the cognizance of 

exploitation and uncalled for treatment of ladies however the antagonistic force of abuse might 

contrast in agreement to the belief systems or the vision embraced. What is critical is the need to 

significant changes in customary social designs, family constructions, and force of ladies, principal 

perspectives and individual connections, prompting a simply friendly request. Indian women's 

activist scholars present three pictures of lady: emphatic for example moderate, compliant and 

splitting the difference. Self-assured for example moderate picture is the high level picture of 

lady who is aware of her personality, accommodating picture of lady is the conventional picture 

of lady and the compromising picture is the picture of lady who tries to change the status staying 

with in certain boundaries without parting from custom. 
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